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A Spirited murder
 

XANATHAR, Ha
 On the 21st of Kythorn, 

tragedy struck the corner of 

Delzorin and Copper Street in the 

North Ward. The owner of 

Oszbur’s Fine Wines and Spirits, 

Oszbur Malanka, was found dead; 

murdered in his own shop. Some 

one had stabbed Malanka in the 

back with a large sword. 

 The circumstances of this 

heinous crime are exceedingly 

strange. According to witnesses, 

Malanka was last seen alive, 

sweeping his front steps about 30 

minutes before the discovery of 

the body. After re-entering his 

shop, no one else entered until 

just after the Midday bells rang at 

Holyhands House, just across the 

street. Then a man was seen 

entering the shop but was never 

seen exiting. This man is 

described as “young and fit, about 

25-30 years old, 9 hands tall and 

exceptionally handsome, with 

luxurious dark hair.” 

 A few moments later, 

Lady Remalia Haventree entered  

the shop. This was confirmed by a 

company of the City Watch, 

which happened to be passing by. 

Lady Haventree was in the shop 

for mere seconds, before she 

informed the Watch of the grisly 

discovery. The Watch quickly 

secured the area and made a 

complete search.  

 Aside from the dead body, 

there were no signs of foul play. 

Robbery was not the motive, 

since the victim still had his coin 

purse filled with over 100 gold. 

There was no weapon found at the 

scene, and there was no trace of 

the mysterious vanishing man. 

 A search of the back alley 

also proved fruitless. Lady Nalia 

Sultlue, whose villa terrace over 

looks the alley, claimed that no 

one was in the alley at the time of 

the murder. She further claimed 

that there was a man running 

away 20 minutes prior, but it is 

unknown if these are connected. 

Anyone with information on this 

crime, please contact The Watch.  

by Gaxly Rudderblast 

The Xanathar Guild has 

been the standard boogeyman to 

frighten little children for ages. 

Many a parent has used the same 

threat to corral a wayward son or 

daughter, “You better behave, or 

the Xanathar is going to get you!” 

But these days, this same 

group that used to strike fear in 

the hearts of the bravest men, has 

been reduced to little more than a 

punch line. A century ago, the 

Xanathar Gang (guild is too polite 

and does not reflect their evil and 

murderous intent) was a real 

threat to the people of Waterdeep. 

Rumors abound that the 

gang was led by a fallen paladin, 

or a mad wizard, or even a foul 

monster from the bowels of the 

earth. But surely, that leader is 

long dead, and now the gang is 

nothing more than a scattered 

band of thugs and pirates, merely 

sponging off the terrifying legacy 

of the once real and ominous 

threat. 

 

Founder’s Day is on Flamerule 1st. Celebrate the birth of our city with 

performances in the Field of Triumph and costume parties throughout.

 Just look at some of their 

recent exploits. There is the so-

called “war” with the equally 

pathetic Zhentarim League, which 

amounts to little more than a bar 

brawl. Even some of their bigger 

plots, such as the attempted riot at 

the Dragondown Festival have 

been foiled by untrained citizens. 

The Xanathar Guild is a joke.

Elfstone action 
 Two nights ago, the 

Elfstone Tavern was the scene of 

some excitement. The tavern was 

enjoying a pleasant evening, 

when suddenly a drow, a dark elf, 

revealed himself in their midst. 

 The drow are infamous for 

their hatred of the surface elves. 

This particular drow proved to be 

particually nasty when he drew a 

peculiar weapon similar to a 

crossbow but without the bow. He 

then proceeded to shoot up the 

place, before jumping out a 

window and causing more chaos 

out in the street. The drow are 

dangerous and not to be trusted. If 

you see one, notify the Watch. 

Fireball finale 
 Earlier this month, the 

peaceful North Ward district of 

Trollskull Alley was rocked by a 

violent explosion that left over a 

dozen dead. In the days after, 

many feared additional attacks. 

 The Wazoo is happy to 

report that the perpetrator of that 

attack has been brought to justice. 

He was found by the Watch in the 

Trades Ward, where he was 

planning another attack. He was 

quickly dispatched, ending the 

threat. Turns out that it was a 

rogue invention from the Temple 

of Gond. These pompous temples 

must be held accountable for their 

irresponsible actions. 

Dragondown 
 This year, the Festival of 

Dragondown was a great success, 

in part due to the early arrival of 

the Sea Maiden’s Faire. The 

pageantry and excitement of their 

parade was the perfect pairing 

with the pride we hold in our 

hearts for our triumphs over those 

foul, heathen dragons that would 

wish us harm. The only issue 

occurred in the Dock Ward where 

an overstock of fireworks and a 

loose torch was blamed for the 

destruction of a warehouse. 

Yawning Portal Score 
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       Undermountain – 35 


